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February dinner meeting

University of Melbourne Book Industry Study  
 
Noted editor and university lecturer Jenny Lee will  discuss the results of the
first round of the University of Melbourne Book Industry Study (a three-year
research project), and what insights they offer about the book industry in
Australia Ð where itÕs currently placed and where it might be headed.
 
The evening will  also include the presentation of certificates to several
Accredited Editors (AE) who successfully passed last yearÕs IPEd exam.
 
Wednesday, 17 February, 6.30 pm for 7.00 pm
Lanai Bar
113 Queen St (cnr Little Collins St), City
(car parking on site, kerbside, or near Queen Victoria Market)
 
Jenny Lee is a historian who became an editor by accident in 1982, when she
began working on a critical history of Australia for release during the
bicentenary ( A people’s history of Australia,  4 vols, McPhee Gribble/Penguin,
1988).  From 1987 to 1994, she edited the literary and cultural quarterly
Meanjin.  She then spent six years working as a freelance editor and writer
before taking a lectureship in Professional Writing at Deakin University, where
she taught editing and publishing from 2000 to 2002. Between 2003 and
2008, she established the postgraduate Publishing program at the University
of Melbourne. She is now a senior research associate at the university. Her
little book Making modern Melbourne was published by Arcade Publications in
July 2008, and a slightly larger book, Australian book publishers 2009,  by
Thorpe-Bowker in 2009.
 
More information on the study can be found here . 
 
PLEASE NOTE BOOKING DETAILS FOR DINNER MEETINGS:

Book with Lu Sexton at bookings@socedvic.org  by 5.00 pm on

 
PO Box 176
Carlton South VIC 3053
 
Email: newsletter@socedvic.org
Web: www.socedvic.org

Dates for your diary

Next dinner meeting
Jenny Lee Ð University of
Melbourne Book Industry Study
Presentation of certificates to
Accredited Editors
Wednesday, 17 February

Last day to complete Redact
surveys
Friday, 19 February

Last day for updates to Freelance
Register
Friday, 19 February

Training course
Freelancing, costing and quoting
for editors  
Saturday, 20 February (Melbourne)

Training course
Introduction to onscreen editing
for editors  
Thursday, 25 February
(Warrnambool)

Freelance lunch
Thursday 25 February

Training course
Grammar and punctuation for
editors  
Saturday, 27 February (Melbourne)

Welcome to 2010!

Welcome to the first newsletter of
2010. We hope you all had a happy
and relaxing festive season and a good
start to the year. The committee is
already working hard to provide our
members with some fantastic resources
and benefits in the year ahead, and we
look forward to bringing you all the
latest Soceds news, events and other
relevant matters each month.
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Monday, 15 February.
State if you are a Soc Eds member, or a member of ASTC, ANZSI,
APA, VWC or a student.
Please state if you are a vegetarian.
Cost: $25 members, $20 students, $30 non-members. (Pay cash or
cheque on the night; no credit card facilities available.)
If you need to cancel, please contact Lu as soon as possible.
If you cancel after 7.00 pm on the day before the meeting, Lu will
contact you and ask you to pay as if you had attended.
People who arrive on the night without a booking will  be unable to
attend.

December dinner meeting report

DecemberÕs dinner meeting was held at Queen StÕs CQ Bar in the height of
the silly season, and what better way to celebrate than with some fun and
games? After a buffet dinner and some seasonal Chrissy crackers, another
session of book-themed trivia was under way.

Each table of contestants had to make their way through two rounds of
questions, compiled and asked by yours truly, as well as write down their
answers for two bonus rounds, first identifying 10 famous books by their first
lines and then guessing the identities of 10 photographs of well-known
authors. There were even some individual bonus questions thrown out at
random, with small chocolate prizes going to whichever individual could call
out the correct answer first.

Given our extremely erudite members, it should come as no surprise that
this was a hotly contested match. At the half, only three points separated the
top two teams Ð the Grammar Queens and the SocEd Virgins Ð and the
remaining three teams (the Blanks, Dead Parrots Society and Primordial
Soup) were tied for third place. By the end of the evening, the Grammar
Queens and the SocEd Virgins were tied for first place, which led to a nail-
biting tiebreaker involving one player from each team. After several questions
that neither one could answer correctly Ð eliciting grimaces and groans from
the audience, forbidden from shouting out their answers Ð the Grammar
Queens finally broke the tie and earned their hard-won victory (as well as
some Whittaker's chocolate bars).

For those who couldn't make it, here are some of the questions asked.
(Answers are at the bottom of this newsletter.)

1. When writing out the rhyme scheme of an English sonnet, which is the last
letter of the alphabet used?

2. Who is the author of the British novel White Teeth?

3. Peter Carey won a Booker Prize, a Banjo Award for Fiction and a Miles
Franklin Award for which of his novels?

4. Harold Ross was the founder and editor of which iconic American
magazine?

5. Which two Latin words are used to signify ownership of a book?

6. True or false: An adverb can modify another adverb.

7. A newspaper has hired you as a cruciverbalist. What will  you be providing
to them?

8. Which American author was born and died in years when HalleyÕs Comet
passed by?

9. Czech author Milan Kundera has lived in which country since 1975?

10. Which Australian author won the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1973?

Ali Lemer
Dinner Meetings Officer

relevant matters each month.
Remember to drop us a line at
newsletter@socedvic.org  if you have
story ideas, contributions or comments.

Jackey and Rachel
Newsletter Coeditors

Membership matters

SocEds welcomes as full members
Maria Filipovic, Sharon Lapkin, Roger
McDonald, Deborah Stahmer. New
associate members are Cheryl Dias,
Ann Dillon, Gillian Essex, Margaret
Fernon, Leah Gullan, Deryn Mansell,
Nicole Maslin, Maureen Pollard, Lynn
Smailes, Anne Stelling and Stephanie
Teh.

We hope you find your membership
valuable and enjoyable!

Ron Thiele
Membership Secretary

Training courses

The February 2010 courses and
booking forms are now on the Soceds
website. The courses offered:

Freelancing, costing and quoting
for editors  on Saturday, 20
February in Melbourne

Introduction to onscreen editing
for editors  on Thursday, 25
February in Warrnambool

Grammar and punctuation for
editors  on Saturday, 27
February in Melbourne

For details, please check the website . 

An article of interest

Thanks to Ann Philpott for sharing this
fascinating link to an interview with
Mary Norris about the editorial process
pertaining to The New Yorker.  You can
read it here . 

Quote of the month

You write to communicate to the hearts
and minds of others what's burning
inside you. And we edit to let the fire
show through the smoke.

Ð Arthur Plotnik, editor and author (b
1937)

Thanks to Wordsmith 

mailto:newsletter@socedvic.org
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http://content.enewslettersonline.com/19340/www.Wordsmith.org/awad
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Photos by Kerry Biram. For more photos from the event, please go to
http://www.facebook.com/album.php?
aid=142927&id=620677693&l=3f1a49fe12.

Redact 2010

Redact  is a residential intensive training initiative organised by the Society of
Editors (Victoria) Inc. It will  be run again in 2010 and will  offer participants
an opportunity to study editorial processes and principles in a collegial
setting.

Before designing the program for 2010, weÕd like your input to help shape
the content and timing of Redact. In completing this survey, you will  not
be personally identifiable and it shouldn't take more than a few minutes. The
information is aggregated to give us better information to plan the 2010
opportunities for skills development in our profession. By answering this
survey you are not committing to going to professional development
workshops, but are helping us tailor a program that could be of interest to
you.

Please assist us by completing the survey here:
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/6KT7TBG  by Friday 19 February 2010. 

Thank you for your assistance.

Advertising

For advertising rates and enquiries,
please contact us here .

PDF of this newsletter

Download a PDF copy of this
newsletter  here .

 
 

http://www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=142927&id=620677693&l=3f1a49fe12
http://www.enewslettersonline.com/enl_editor.jsp#top
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/6KT7TBG
http://content.enewslettersonline.com/19340/33174.html#top
mailto:newsletter@socedvic.org
http://content.enewslettersonline.com/19340/050161.pdf
http://www.socedvic.org/membership/hlm.html
http://www.socedvic.org/about/contact.html
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Picture this

Jackey Coyle-Taylor speaks to a Melbourne editor about a unique
editorÐauthor relationship.

Abraham’s pictures by Peter M Davis (Hybrid Publishers)

Following a posthumous launch last November of a novel by writer-
photographer Peter M Davis, we asked Hybrid PublishersÕ Managing Editor
Anna Blay about getting the book to publication without the author.

Peter Davis, who died in September 2008, was a writer-photographer and a
senior lecturer in professional writing at Deakin University, where he also
coordinated NITT: Network, Image, Text & Technology, a research area
dedicated to the examination of images, texts and their combinations. He
was the co-author of Aliya: stories of the elephants of Sri Lanka (1996) and a
media consultant to AusAID development projects in the Asia/Pacific.

His first and only novel Abraham’s pictures Ð a PhD project under RMITÕs
Antoni Jach Ð is a profound literary work that raps on time, relationships and
the paradoxical nature of photography throughout an extraordinary story that
unfolds after a middle-aged photographer, Abraham Rosen, is told his life will
end on the next 20th of March. Hybrid Publishers , located in Ormond,
published the novel in an unusual format, with a series of 40 colour
photographs at the end of the book.

As the book was published 14 months after the authorÕs death, we were
interested in the development of an editorÐauthor relationship when the
authorÕs widow, Teresa Cannon (the co-author of Aliya), became part of that
liaison. The following are Anna BlayÕs responses to Jackey Coyle-TaylorÕs
questions.

Can you remember when and how you came across this MS?

Early in 2008 Melbourne author Arnold Zable rang Louis de Vries, the Director
of Hybrid. He told him about a wonderful new book that we should publish,
written by his friend Peter Davis. Louis agreed to look at it.

On 10 June 2008 Peter rang Louis and they spoke briefly; Peter sent off the
manuscript the same day. After Louis had read and evaluated it, he was
impressed with its quality and communicated again with Peter, who
acknowledged he had a serious illness and was keen to see his book in print.

Being a small publishing house, we treat our authors with personal care and
interest, so Louis confirmed we would fast-track this project. On 31 July 2008
he sent an offer to publish, including these words:

Hybrid Publishers is a publisher of serious, quality fiction with literary merit …

http://www.hybridpublishers.com.au/


20/02/10 2:28 PMeNewsletters Online - email newsletters made easy - www.enewslettersonline.com

Page 5 of 9http://content.enewslettersonline.com/19340/33174.html

We consider your manuscript ‘Abraham’s Pictures’ to constitute a worthy
addition to our list, and would like to publish it. We believe your work has
great literary merit, and makes a considerable contribution to contemporary
literary fiction.

The book has an unusual format with the photographs at the end,
indeed reflecting Peter Davis's lifetime's work in photography. How
fully formed was the format of the book by the time of the authorÕs
death in September 2008?

In mid-June 2008 Peter sent us his first spiral-bound MS by mail for
consideration, with a disk of his photographs, synopsis, possible market and
bio notes. Printed black-and-white photos were interspersed throughout the
text. Peter had also chosen the cover image he wanted to use, so obviously
he had a clear idea of what he wanted the book to look like.

Teresa and I later discussed the photo section and came to the conclusion
that the photos would work better at the end of the story, as the final
exhibition Abraham was working towards. We decided the photos would be in
black-and-white, as it would increase the cost dramatically to have the
photos in colour. However, as I worked on the editing and page-setting, I
could see how brilliant the photos looked on screen, and thought what a
shame that we couldnÕt print in colour.

When it came time to seek printing quotes we considered local as well as
overseas printers (China, Singapore). We found to our delight that our
Singapore printer was able to do the photo section in colour at a reasonable
price.

Can you give some details of the production timeline?

Peter, Teresa, Louis and I met at our office on Tuesday, 19 August 2008 to
discuss the logistics of publishing. Peter was visibly ill  and coughing a lot, but
he was positive and determined. (I had no idea that that would be the only
time I would meet him.) We all felt enthusiastic about the book and keen to
see it published.

A contract was sent that afternoon, indicating that we generally allow 12
months from date of agreement to publication date, but expected the book to
be in print well before that.

Peter sent us the electronic version of his manuscript (minus pictures) on 28
August and the final draft on 5 September.

Louis and I were in Europe in September and returned to TeresaÕs sad email
informing us of PeterÕs death. (I lost my father the following month so was
acutely aware of a sense of loss.) We met with Teresa in October and made
the decision not to publish until at least a year after PeterÕs death.

I began editing on 28 November and sent Teresa a preliminary draft in March
2009, together with some queries. The manuscript was ready to go to press
in August.

Can you describe the unusual 'editorÐauthor' relationship with Teresa
Cannon Ð would it be accurate to say his muse?

Teresa was wonderful to work with in PeterÕs absence, sensitive to his wishes,
caring deeply about accuracy and relevance, even though the book is fiction.
We had agreed that she would do her best to respond to queries. She
contacted people in India to verify details and gave valuable input into the
editing process. Mostly I just tidied up text and punctuation, but we also
discussed questions of tense changes, sequence of events, order of
photographs, the influence of [Roland] Barthes and a blurb for the back
cover. We exchanged many emails and met quite a few times. Teresa always
appreciated my suggestions and readily followed up ideas and queries. She
hunted for original photographs when the quality of those provided was not
sufficient.

Together we discussed closely the format for
the front and back cover design. As well as
using the fascinating photograph Peter chose
for the front cover, I suggested adding the
line of elephants along the bottom (one of
PeterÕs great loves) and a pale image of the
dancing Nataraj on the back. Having Arnold
Zable and Alex Miller add their quotes was a
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bonus. When the completed design came
back from the designer we were both
delighted.

Any other comments?

Though the circumstances were sad, we were
lucky to have met Peter, however briefly, and
to work with Teresa to bring his work to
fruition. She was a perfect Ôauthor-museÕ and the whole process ran smoothly
with a great sense of satisfaction and completion at the end, particularly with
the wonderfully successful launch at Readings Hawthorn on 22 November
2009. At that gathering it was clear how many loyal friends and supporters
he had, and how well respected and treasured he was. Louis and I felt
privileged to have been chosen to publish his book and proud of the
wonderful end result.

See more at http://www.hybridpublishers.com.au/titles/78.html .

Jackey Coyle-Taylor

Freelance lunch

The Fitz Cafe
Thursday, 25 February 2010 at 12.30pm

ItÕs time to book some time-out, so get ready to back up your files, turn off
the computer and put the answering machine on. The next Freelance Lunch
will  be held at The Fitz Cafe, 347 Brunswick St, Fitzroy, at 12.30 pm on
Thursday 25 February. The Fitz Cafe is on the corner of Brunswick and Kerr
streets. The 112 Brunswick Street tram stops almost at the door, or you can
catch the 200, 201, 203, 205 or 207 Johnston Street buses and walk a few
blocks. If you're interested in coming, please peruse the menu posted at
www.socedvic.org/events/freelance.html , then email bookings@socedvic.org
and let Lu know: !

1. that you would like to attend, and !
2. your choice from the menu.

The menu has a range of meals for carnivores, omnivores and vegetarians,
starting from $16. Please include the words 'Freelance Lunch' in the header of
your email to make the process simpler. Bookings close 5.00 pm Tuesday 23
February, which is when all bookings will  be confirmed.

Bridh Hancock
Philip Bryan
Freelance Affairs Officers

Update of electronic Freelance Register

The electronic Freelance Register is about to be updated to include changes
to entrantsÕ contact details and accreditation status. If you fit into one of the
following categories, itÕs time to update your entry:

you passed the 2009 IPEd accreditation exam and want to add the
postnominals AE to your Freelance Register entry, or
youÕve changed your address, email address or phone number since
the print edition of the Freelance Register came out.

This update is for changes to contact details and accreditation status ONLY .
No other alterations to Register entries will  be accepted. Please email your
requested changes and any quibbles to freelance@socedvic.org  by 19
February 2010.

Philip Bryan
Freelance Affairs Officer

http://www.hybridpublishers.com.au/titles/78.html
http://www.socedvic.org/events/freelance.html
mailto:bookings@socedvic.org
mailto:freelance@socedvic.org
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Australian of the Year is an editor

Early intervention in psychiatry  editor honored for pioneering work in
youth mental health

Professor Patrick McGorry, Editor-in-Chief of  Early intervention in psychiatry,
was awarded Australian of the Year 2010 in honour of the contributions he
has made in the area of child and adolescent psychiatry.

Officially endorsed by the International Early Psychosis Association,  Early
intervention in psychiatry (Wiley-Blackwell:
http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/journal/118501024/home ) publishes
original research articles and reviews dealing with the early recognition,
diagnosis and treatment across the full range of mental and substance use
disorders, as well as the underlying mechanisms that influence the onset and
early course of these disorders. Special features, including hypotheses,
controversies and snapshots of innovative service models, are also published.

As founding editor of the journal, Professor McGorry identified a gap in the
existing knowledge and literature on early intervention, and sought to fill this
disparity through the publishing partnership with Wiley-Blackwell.

Professor McGorry is also head of Orygen Youth Health Australia, director of
the National Youth Mental Health Foundation,  Headspace,  and an editor of
Psychological interventions in early psychosis: a treatment handbook (Wiley:
http://as.wiley.com/WileyCDA/WileyTitle/productCd-0470844345.html ).

Book review

Bendable Learnings: The Wisdom of Modern Management 
Don Watson
Published by Knopf (Random House), 2009
Characterfully illustrated by Bruce Petty

Don has done it again, this time giving his
attention to Management English, that
non-language that began in management
theory and then, because it sounded
impressive, spread into politics,
governance, schooling and hospitals, to
name but some places where itÕs
espoused. No person or organisation is
safe: to be somebody who thinks they are
anybody you must (management-speak:
Ôhave got toÕ) think and communicate in
this highfalutin' gobbledegook. 

Management speakers live among us. They
are in all areas of society, from big
business to our local communities. As
editors, some of us are or shall be
employed to look after their work, and
that means we must understand it before
any positive change (i.e. improvement)
can be made to it.    

ThereÕs a hoot a page, but the book is also a serious tome about English
use today. Don has much to say all through the book, setting up, shooting
down and explaining his themes and selection of corroborative evidence.
Mission statements, business strategies and company values all get a
thorough helicoptering (translation: overview). He sets up his topics then
clobbers them with a whole heap of examples straight from the perpetratorsÕ
pens or email. He also examines the ever-more-common 'verbilation' of
nouns and the 'nounilation' of verbs. Jargon, in-words and acronyms are
there with teeth bared. Their ÔlanguageÕ is not sacred or immune from DonÕs
attack. 

http://content.enewslettersonline.com/19340/33174.html#top
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Here are a few examples for you to chortle at:

ÔPoliticians are making hay with the publicÕs perception that greedy
CEOs and executives were asleep at the switch as their companies
circled the drainÕ
ÔStrategies aimed at alleviating dysfunctional conflict outcomesÕ
ÔAn information factory, supported by a data warehouse would provide
the longitudinal information needed for improving educationÕ
'The Centrelink contact point for statistics, previously known as the
Centrelink Knowledge Desk, is now known as the Business Intelligence
FrontdoorÕ
ÔStocked Impoundment Permits are for sale at various outletsÕ
ÔIf you cannot read this, this brochure tells you where to get lessonsÕ
ÔEmpowering people to execute remarkable recoveries that ensure
total guest satisfactionÕ
ÔThis headline result was in line with expectations as we transition the
business through its transformation program and commence
implementation of the new growth strategyÕ
ÔWorking in the corporate world has always leveraged my learnings
from all aspectsÕ

I came away from this book realising that we have to laugh at these
examples and this practice. It is becoming ever-present but to play
occasionally with this is to stay sane. I hope that you too can look at it and
laugh and that none of you become afflicted with it.

Click here for more details about this book.

Bridh Hancock

Dear Ed ...

Dear Ed

Sports coaches pick
up new tricks by
watching how
coaches in other
sports operate; for
example, a football
coach will watch how
a hockey coach
manages their
players. Does the
same apply to
running a writing and
editing business?

Charlotte

Dear Charlotte,

You can pick up tips on how to run a business anywhere. You can even pick
them up by watching Mr Sweary’s kitchen nightmares.  You might have to
introduce your own metaphors for fresh ingredients,  tart up the decor and
disgusting filth,  but itÕs all there: touting for business, reminding clients that
you exist, retaining existing clients while searching for new ones.

I hired Atlas the restumper recently when parts of Chez Ed started listing
badly to starboard. Even as the jackhammers and noise were driving me half
mad, I learnt a couple of valuable lessons from watching Atlas go about his
business. His vocabulary was larger than Mr SwearyÕs, which was a relief,
and it was an eye-opener being on the other side of the clientÐworker
relationship. It was also a close proximity hole-in-the-floor type clientÐworker
relationship.

Situation: Atlas was happy because he could restore Chez Ed to its former
horizontal glory between working on two much larger jobs. Because he could
finish the job quickly, he would also get paid more quickly.

Lesson:  Keep several jobs of different sizes on the go at any one time. Small
jobs are your bread and butter and ease cashflow problems. But large jobs
are where you make the money that allows you to get ahead financially, put
money into superannuation and set aside for holidays and the inevitable lulls

http://www.randomhouse.com.au/books/Default.aspx?Page=Book&ID=9781741669046


20/02/10 2:28 PMeNewsletters Online - email newsletters made easy - www.enewslettersonline.com

Page 9 of 9http://content.enewslettersonline.com/19340/33174.html

in workflow (not to mention some emergency restumping).

Situation:  Atlas rang when he was late for giving a quote and rang again on
the first scheduled day of work after a monthÕs rain fell in one day and
turned the clay into, well, clay.

Lesson:  Ring if youÕre going to be late for an appointment or a deadline.
Keep your clients up to date with any changes in the schedule and explain
why they have happened. It costs you nothing and your clients will  love you
for it. Although this needs some tact: you canÕt just say ÔIÕve put your job
last because your author was too lazy to even remove the hyperlinks from
the online journals he plagiarised and now you expect to verify the sources
we both know he didnÕt look at and list them in the bibliography as his
original researchÕ É even if itÕs true.

Situation:  Atlas kept disappearing each day to give quotes to potential
clients.

Lesson:  ItÕs not enough to have work right now; you have to keep seeking
future work if you want to eat in months to come. And itÕs the months to
come you need to be always thinking about, not the amount of work you
have at present. It all gets back to workflow. The aim is to keep workflow
constant, without the manic highs and lows of too much and too little. Hard
to attain, I know, but itÕs something to aim for.

Situation:  When an unanticipated problem cropped up, like Chez Ed having
been built by successive generations of Klingons, Atlas pointed it out to say,
ÔThis is the problem, this is what I propose to do about it. Is that OK with
you?Õ

Lesson:  Keep your clients apprised of any changes, or any problems that
arise that are beyond the remit of the brief. ItÕs even better if you can
propose a range of solutions for them to choose from. Some clients will
always choose the second solution proposed, no matter what it is. I donÕt
know why this happens, but itÕs worth remembering. Perhaps they think the
first proposal is the one you want so they dismiss it on those grounds alone.

Of course, there were a few negatives. After Atlas had finished I discovered
that all the earth heÕd dug out of holes had been thrown back under Chez Ed,
perhaps as a long-term investment in future restumping work. The nearest
editorial equivalent is adding a few pointed entries into a bookÕs index, of the
Ôcharlatan see lead authorÕ and ÔWikipedia see original researchÕ variety.

Measure twice and cut once,
Ed

Answers to trivia quiz:

1. G; 2. Zadie Smith; 3. Oscar and Lucinda; 4. The New Yorker; 5. Ex Libris;
6. True; 7. Crosswords; 8. Mark Twain; 9. France; 10. Patrick White.

News, comments, letters and other material for publication, review or mention in the Newsletter  should be
addressed to the Newsletter  Editor . 

Disclaimer: The views expressed by individuals in this Newsletter  are their own and do not necessarily represent the
views of the Society of Editors (Victoria) Inc.
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